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00:11 
CD: Alright, could you describe the scene of the harbor that day? Just 
as descriptive as possible what you saw? 


AK: To me, as much as I like my camera and all of it, I would have 
loved to take pictures of everything in there, because you could not 
describe it, as the T- not that time, no TV, but actually people talking 
about seeing ships, boats on flame and fire, and there was smoke and 
bombs being exploded, and there was ammunition afire and exploding 
within the ship itself. The magazines had nothing to do but take the 
brunt of the bombing, because the sprinkling system, the water 
system aboard the fire retarding was no good. There was no pumps, 
there was nobody working on the engines at the compartments, so the 
crew was all helpless to try to fight a fire when there was no water 
coming from the ship itself. (01:08) So the tugboats and other barges 
came alongside, and they used their auxiliary pumps to bring the 
seawater, salt water, aboard ship, but along with that came the oil 
with the water from the pumps, so you’re actually building a fire 
within a fire. And the tugboat captains would say we can’t isolate 
ourself, we were close to the ship, and we’re pumping the same water 
that the oil’s mixing with. So other than that, the rotation of the, all 
coming off the different ships went to on the peer, and most the crew 
and Red Cross was out there to help them with blankets and whatnot 
trying to save their life. The coremen did a wonderful job on the 
hospital landing. They took what they could, and if they couldn’t save 
the life they put em on the other side where the crew was taking them 
to the morgue. (02:06) But it was oh a flame, a fire, and you don’t 
want to witness it no matter who’s on that plane or that shooting you 
down and firing at you. You got to remember, we lost the lives that we 
were prepared to defend the country, but somehow we were isolated 
and restricted from the weapons we had to fire and defend ourself. If 
this happens again, I don’t thi85nk another skipper will allow his fleet 
to be isolated in a small channel. 


02:35 
CD: What did you do that evening once the attacks were over? 


AK: We had our watches. We stayed on four on, eight off , four on, 
eight off, and we, though we were with heavy machinery, heavy guns 
to fire, we’re not allowed to fire because of debt to the city - citizens 
inside the area. But we did help maintain, bring ammunition to the 
guns that were available to fire, (03:01) and stand by for further 
orders. 


CD: Were there a lot of rumors flying around that evening? And if 
there were, could you tell me what they were? 


03:10 

AK: Most of the rumors were that somebody in the higher position 
knew what was going to happen, what was going to take place and 
could have prepared us for that. There was admirals, there was 
generals, they had more knowledge about this than we did. It, 
example, isolated cases were kept hidden even after World War II 
they were still trying to find out who was at fault. Well the bodies at 
the memoriam will show you the number of crosses, the names on the 
death list will show you how many lives they were lost. It was in vain 
to put your body in a shame like this, that you couldn’t defend 
yourself. The battle was forging forever, even every place we’ve gone. 
For example our ship, all the ammunition aboard the ship was locked 
under lock and key. To get those ammunitions out of the closing 
lockers you had a hammer or a chisel, you had to chisel and 
everything. That was sad; you lost time, with these planes flying high 
and aiming their rifle, or not their rifle but their air guns at you, 
dropping depth charges or bombs on you, or firing torpedoes. They 
meant well, to save their country from coming attacked from our 
country. (04:30) I never knew that we were going to attack anybody. 
All was we were a peaceful loving section of fleet wanting to enjoy 
their life, and we find ourself trying to defend it. Our loss and 
casualties, you'll always know when you go to the monument and look 
a the wall, there they are, they saved our country, but they took their 
life. 


04:52 
CD: What thoughts go through your mind as you’re on that memorial, 
over the Arizona at rest. 


05:00 

AK: We, you could almost convey a message from within yourself that 
down below or aside on each night, or the crosses up at the mount- 
the cemetery, they meant well to defend you, and protect you, and all 
you can do is bow and say a little prayer, thank you. 


05:20 


CD: What do you think that day in 1941 means for us today as we sit 
here. 


AK: Some of the classes I was able to give a short listening instruction 
and show slides, the first question that was asked is, “Where is Pearl 
Harbor?” Here you’re talking to history classes, and school books, and 
to me it means there’s a lack of understanding that Pearl Harbor will 
always be the key title to accept you to the defended, to defend the 
country that’s Pearl Harbor lost from an enemy that was more 
knowledgeable of how to attack us. For example when our radar 
control on top of the hill, the two soldiers were down there and they 
witness something coming in. To them it was a track of something 
coming in, and the word was that there were a flight of planes coming 
in here. They didn’t know who they were, enemy or friends, and they 
notified, and somebody detected and they said, “No, they are friendly 
planes coming in to replace the planes at Hickam field. (06:30) And 
we had ‘em, but they were not Hickam field, it was the Pearl Harbor 
being attacked. 


06:40 
CD: There’s a lot of people who go to that memorial every year to pay 
their respects. What would you say to those folks? 


06:49 

AK: I believe, with due respect from the nation, knowing that Hawaii 
was always called the happy islands of Hawaii, the music, the 
adventure and all that, today when they come down to the uh arena to 
witness and go aboard the monument, the museum and witness all 
this, they become to see that one of the members of their family is 
there in that cross, or in that burial ground, or on that wall, and to 
them it means that there was a feeling of respect. We’ve gone there 
since, well I’ve been going there since now 10 or 15 years, and I still 
have the same feeling, you took a chance and lost, but I’m alive, and 
with you I pray. 


07:35 
CD: Could you briefly give me a list of your major engagements or 
duty, where you were in World War II? 


07:54 

AK: After I left the battleship I was assigned to the uh (Cadu 5?), and 
from the Cadu 5 I was, which is utility squadrons for the aviation, I 
was assigned to Cadu 53 in L. Central, with squadrons being formed 
over there. Mine was to train the recruits over there to become 
available for either squadron, or maintenance over at the base, and 
the quantity of sailors coming in at that time were brand new sailors, 


just learning the trade of service. At the part of the Cadu 53 and the 
Cadu 5, I was assigned to Washington, Tacoma, Washington to receive 
a CVE Jeep Carrier called the Alikula Bay, CVE 95. But before we 
could get aboard that ship they changed the name from the Alikula 
Bay to the USS Bismark Sea CVE 95. It was another deal at (find out 
why?), somebody had more power of changing names because they 
loved it, and so the crew was assigned to CVE 95 Bismark Sea. I 
stayed aboard (09:15) that ship for oh about four or five months to 
learn the trade of aviation. We made our rounds, we come to the 
different bases to pick up scrap planes that were damaged or broken 
and brought them back to North Island to be repaired. At that time 
there an excess amount of my first class boats uh mate, it was too 
many rates on that ship so the executive officer decided to transfer 
me, and I was reporting to another ship. Uh about two months later 
on the Bismarck Sea was in the Iwo Jima attack, brought the marines 
who were landing, brought the flight of planes down there to bomb 
the Japanese on Iwo Jima. But that time, the after (10:00)...the after 
part of the ship has a elevator, the elevator lights were on, the ship at 
that time was a darkened ship, the elevator lights were on, so there 
was an opening. About the same time as their opening there was a 
kamikaze attack. Now we’re talking about kamikazes was a single 
pilot intentioned to do damage to the ship himself, and he will 
sacrifice his life for Japan. This indication was exercised when that 
plane came down to the after- elevator shaft, came down inside there, 
bomb dropped out of his plane, blew up the torpedoes in the flight 
deck, hangar deck, blew up all the ammunition on the whole ship, and 
within less than a half hour that ship was aflame, and Captain Pratt 
passed the word out, “Abandon ship. Abandon ship.” (10:55) And 
people started jumping off the ship because everything was going 
afire. The ship hit the water and turned over within a couple hours. 
Everything aboard that ship was gone, but the sailors that were 
saving their lives were being completely attacked by the sharks, and 
everybody was worried. But the life rafts were exposed, but people 
that were dying from the explosion were, I hate to use the word, but 
there was glory for the sharks. (11:30) So after that part of the deal, I 
wasn’t there, only uh had reports from the receiving station where the 
sailors from the Bismarck Sea told me exactly what took place, and 
looking for some of the destroyers around there. They were able to 
save a few lives at a time to keep the enemy from tracing them down, 
because the Japanese, as soon as you hit the water and your ship is 
abandoned, they came back with strafing you to make sure you never 
got alive. And the crew told me all this. (12:00) and I believe them. 


CD: Where were you at the end of the war? 


AK: At the end of the war I, after I got through training the recruits at 
Naval Station in San Diego, California, my next duty station would be 
another destroyer. (12:16) And at that time was the oh....uh the USS 
Yarnall. And when I reported aboard the Yarnell, the skipper said, 
“See, I’d like to have you permanently.” I said, “Sir, my next duty 
station is civilian life, I’m getting out of here.” 


CD: How long were you on the Pennsylvania after Pearl Harbor? 


12:38 

AK: I stayed on the Pennsylvania for three after Pearl Harbor because 
the crew of old-timers, they had hash marks from ankle, to the wrist, 
to the elbow, they never wanted to become petty officers, all they 
were is ships personnel, and they knew the ship, because they on 
there so long. So the skipper went and returned all the old hands to 
help him with the nomenclature of the ship in case of disaster. 
(13:06) All the young guys like myself, being a first class petty 
officer, they were able to transfer me no trouble. 


CD: What was your, could you tell me about the repair process of the 
Pennsylvania? 


13:20 

AK: The repair parties was very functional. They had a crew that was 
very knowledgeable about the old standby of... Every ship had a group 
of men. They were knowledged in handling the ship up, plugging up 
the holes, or rerouting waterlines, or working electricity. And they 
were trained all the time. But when you have a torpedo or a bomb 
come below your waterline there’s very little you can do to save the 
water coming to aboard ship. All you can try is blanket off the 
bulkheads between that damaged section, and keep watertight 
integrity throughout the ship, and that means you had auxiliary 
pumps. 


14:00 
CD: What was the extent of the damage to the Pennsylvania? Could 
you describe that? 


AK: The Pennsylvania was the, uh we were lucky, I say lucky because 
we were moved from Pier 10 to into dry dock number one in order to 
get our screws and shaft correlated to proximity of reducing the 
number of bearings loss. So they figured before they enter dry dock, 
they must have hit something in the water at sea to cause the 
propellers to be off balance. So when the yard crewmen came into the 
dry dock, and we had the water pumped out of the dry dock to keep it, 
so that we, pumps could be working on low-level water, and keep the 


shaft and the water and the propellers ready for the yard workmen to 
remove. About that time, when the water was being pumped out, up 
comes a kamikaze or somebody dropped us a 500 pound bomb and 
took the, oh the mid frame apart (15:05), but it hit the watertight 
integrity, it blew that apart, and hit the armor-piercing deck, and 
managed to penetrate just one half. But the extent of damage was 
exactly from having the repair party could not go down there at that 
time because there was fragmentation of uh ammunition across the 
ship that could have been ignited. So they waited till a safe order, and 
they found out they could go in the dry dock, save in the dry dock as 
long as they could get that patch repaired, and we can proceed on 
through, back to the States for more repairs. But he could have got us 
a 10-10 dock, and he, we would've been here and all. 


15:50 
CD: What was your - has surviving Pearl Harbor affected you in any 
way, personally? 


16:00 

AK: It didn't affect me as far as I could, or manually or physically I 
could do anything, is that I kept thinking, somebody up here better 
find out what to do best for the crew. Your ship is hit, you're landing 
in the water, and you've got something to save, a life raft and all that. 
Most cases some of the life rafts were not being able to be operated, 
because you had about, instead of eight man or sixteen man crew, you 
had 40 and 50 trying to hang on to the life raft. And the numb feet 
underneath the life raft swinging, there's so many down below there 
nibbling on them. 


16:40 
CD: Art, is there anything about Pearl Harbor that I didn't cover that 
you think is important that you want to talk about? 


16:47 

AK: No, I believe the beauty of Pearl Harbor is back to reality of on a 
saying that we've lost a lot, we tried to save, but the crew that comes 
through here always renders their same salute, that the crew they've 
never seen, only heard, they can visualize when they go on the 
monument and pay their respects. The beauty is still there, but they 
key level of defending the country better exceed higher and higher. 
Try to save. Remember Pearl Harbor, keep America alert. 


CD: Art, thank you very much for your time today, appreciate it. 


17:00 
ROOM TONE + INSERTS BEGINS 


20:35 
END OF INTERVIEW 


DVD Continues with another interview 


